
 
 

1 
 

SUSSEX COUNTY ARCHERY ASSOCIATION 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

HELD SATURDAY 12 NOVEMBER 2016 
AT MANOR FIELD PRIMARY SCHOOL, BURGESS HILL 

 
Present: 

Mr P van Buren President 
Mr P Probert  Chair 
Mrs D Cannon  Secretary 
Mr G Stevens  Treasurer 
Ms A Tyrell  Child Protection Officer 
Mr R Brown  SCAS Representative and Tournament Organiser (Indoor) 
Mr N Lea  Senior Team Manager 
Mr D Coates  Rankings Officers and Records 
Ms P Ginman  Albion League Secretary 
Mr R Higgs  County Coaching Officer 
Mr R Darling  Committee Member 
 
And 30 members of the Association representing 20 clubs. 
   

Apologies: 
Mr T White  Honorary Life President 
Mrs P White  Honorary Life President 
Ms M Lake  Records (Field) 
Ms S Mangan  Juniors’ Representative and Junior Winter League Organiser 

 
Introduction.  The Chair welcomed all present and displayed the order of running.  Thanks were 
given to Ms A Tyrell for organising the venue, especially in light of unavoidable circumstances. 
 
Previous Minutes.  The Minutes of the previous AGM held on 28 February 2016, and the EGM 
held on 17 July 2016, had been circulated to Club Secretaries electronically.  Copies were 
available at this AGM for perusal if required.  Decision: All were ratified unanimously.  
 
Chair’s Report.  The Chair congratulated all Sussex archers for their achievements this year.  Of 
particular note were Sussex archers participating at the Rio Olympic and Paralympic Games, 
European Para-Archery Championships, European Target Championships, European 3D 
Championships, as well as representations within the GB squad and the Home Nations.  Overall, it 
has been an excellent season for Sussex archery. 
 
The Chair displayed the organisational chart for SCAA.  He highlighted that SCAA had good 
people in place.  Current SCAA aspirations outstrip the Committee’s current capacity as there are 
five vacancies which require filling.  These are Deputy Chair, Deputy Secretary (Afternote: Julie 
Pede has kindly taken up this role), Tournaments Organiser (Outdoor), Communications Officer, 
and Team Manager (Juniors).  After many years’ sterling service Mr R Brown would also like to 
step back from Tournaments Organiser (Indoor) after the 2017 SCAS Indoor Tournament.  The 
Chair encouraged nominations for these roles accordingly.  No great experience is required as 
guidance and support will be given, with enthusiasm essential and a desire to move at commercial 
speed. 
 
Communications to clubs can be an issue.  The cascade system to Club Secretaries can be a little 
hit-and-miss for various reasons.  There is an aspiration to develop the SCAA website to help 
facilitate communication to the mass audience, and to spread the word regarding the SCAA 
Facebook page. 
 
The Chair encouraged clubs to review their Constitutions and ensure that they were fit for purpose 
in the modern age. 
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Treasurer’s Report.  Mr Stevens gave a presentation and illustrated that the current balance 
stood at £24,876.72.  He elaborated upon the incoming revenue and expenditures for the year.  Mr 
Stevens proposed that a change of date of the accounts would bring SCAA in to line with the 
Archery GB financial timings.  The Chair observed that SCAA is a Not-for-Profit organisation and 
that it had a balance which was inconsistent with that; he had some ideas regarding expenditure to 
assist Sussex archers.  Decision 1: It was agreed to change the date of accounts to 31 August. 
Decision 2: it was voted unanimously that Mr Darren Rose of Horsham would be re-elected as 
Honorary Auditor.  In response to a question regarding the potential purchase of land for archery 
purposes the Chair responded that he had explored the possibility.  Having discussed it with a 
commercial seller of land of 35 years’ experience, the Chair felt that the purchase of land would be 
unrealistic due to the cost at c£15,000 per acre and that’s if any suitable land could be found within 
the Home Counties, the establishment of temporary buildings on site, the maintenance of site, the 
application for change of use of land to the local council et al. 
 
Rankings and Records.  Mr Coates said that the summer 2016 season had been a good one with 
119 new outdoor records set. This was down slightly on 2015 but as records were now being 
pushed towards their maximum it was still a great result.  The split between records set at 
tournaments versus club days was 95 v 24, with Ladies outshooting Gentlemen by 61 v 58, and 
Juniors achieving more records than Senior at 79 v 40.   
 
All bow styles contributed to the record haul with Barebow topping the list with 37, and of those 22 
were set by Hellingly Archers’ Alfie Richards.   Special mention goes to Holly Hunter and Bryony 
Pitman who both reached double figures with 16 and 10 records respectively.  Certificates for 
record scores were awarded during the AGM. 
 
The WA Metric rounds saw 70 new records set, and the new Archery GB Metric rounds had 4 
records set.  There is plenty of scope for Sussex Juniors to claim a new County Record during the 
2017 season. 
 
The records pages on the Sussex website were given an overhaul, with each category now having 
its own PDF pages, making it easier to update. 
 
It can be a struggle to get Sussex archers to submit their scores to enable them to be selected to 
shoot for the County.  All Club Secretaries are requested to encourage their archers to submit their 
scores.  2016/17 is likely to see some indoor inter-county challenges, and as a result the current 
rankings tables will be updated to incorporate indoor scores.  Archers should submit their open 
tournament scores for Portsmouth, WA18 and WA25 to the County Records Officer. 
 
Records (Field).  It has been a great year for Sussex Field archers.  The Sussex Field 
Championships, hosted by The High Weald Archery Club, attracted many new archers to the Field 
discipline, with 7 new County Field records and one SCAS record submitted.  Sussex had four 
teams in the SCAS Championships, with the Barebow team winning gold, the Recurve team taking 
silver, and the Mixed team gaining bronze.   
 
Three Sussex archers were selected for the European 3D Championships, with Michaela Lake 
taking silver.  This is the first Instinctive discipline medal for GB.  Two Sussex archers qualified for 
the World Field Championships, including Bryony Pitman who won silver.  A total of 25 Sussex 
records were ratified during 2016, as were 12 SCAS records and 5 GB records. 
 
 
County Championships.  The Chair outlined an analysis of the current tournaments offered by all 
clubs in Sussex, alongside the Indoor tournament hosted by Crawley AC, the Outdoor tournament 
also hosted by Crawley AC, and the Sussex Field Championships to be hosted by The High Weald 
Archery Club in July 2017.  His passed his thanks to these clubs for their invaluable assistance. 
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The Outdoor tournament is scheduled for 15/16 July 2017 at Hazelwick School, Crawley.  UK 
Records Status has been applied for, and the judges and venue booked.  Therefore the 
requirement is for someone to run the target list prior to the event and the results during it.  As in 
the past, nominated clubs will be required to help provide assistance setting up, during, and the 
taking down of the site. 
 
The Indoor tournament is scheduled for 5 March 2017 and all is in place.  Afternote: Mr Brown 
would like to step back from organising this tournament after the 2017 event.  There is a 
requirement for a suitable person to fill this vacancy on the Committee.  Should no-one be 
forthcoming, then the Committee may be forced to scale down the event to a County 
Championships only, and allow another county within SCAS to take up the baton. 
 
Continuing his analysis, the Chair indicated that his vision included having enough tournaments for 
Sussex archers to be able to qualify for the National Target Rankings List, without feeling the need 
to travel outside of the County.  The High Weald Archery Club have agreed to hold a WA720 + 
Head-to-Head which, when added to their WA1440 and the County’s own Double WA1440, will 
assist in enabling archers to fulfil rankings criteria. 
 
SCAS Representative and Tournament Organiser (Indoor).  Mr Brown reported that the 2016 
Indoor Championships was held on 6 March and were again combined with the SCAS 
Championships.  The event was over-subscribed well before the closing date with 256 archers 
shooting 392 rounds in total.  All participants paused at the start of each session in memory of 
Chris Tucknott who, in 2009, came up with the idea of holding this major tournament in Sussex, in 
what was then the largest hall in local authority ownership in England.  Chris passed away in 
February 2016, and archery will miss his vision, energy and readiness to create events to suit the 
needs of the competitive archers.  His unique contribution to the event was the format of the third 
session team shoot, which continues to be hugely popular and enjoyable. 
 
Due to exceptionally wet weather bosses had to be hired in, as the field where County’s own 
bosses are stored was too waterlogged for safe movement and transit to the venue.  This meant a 
higher cost than usual for hiring and transport.   
 
Due to a new ruling by the Target Committee, at short notice judges found they were to inspect all 
bows and shooting equipment.  It’s to their credit that this was done without any delay being 
caused and several archers and the Field Party remarked on the smoothest changeover ever 
between the Portsmouth and WA18 rounds.  Judges and entrants also remarked on the 
smoothness and rate of progress of the shoot itself, perhaps helped in the third session by the use 
of visual timing equipment for the first time, though largely by down to the skilled and efficient Field 
Party, scores team and helpers.  Mr Brown recorded his thanks to the 30 people involved. 
 
Entrants were able to pay by bank transfer for the first time and almost a quarter of the payments 
were made by BACS.  The entry fee had been held at £10 for four years and will have to rise to 
£11 for the 2017 event.  Some other tournaments in the Region are doing likewise.  A Discussion 
Paper was submitted to SCAS to see if Region was prepared to subsidise regional events in order 
to keep costs for members at, or below, the average for the type of event.  SCAS Council was, 
however, only prepared to underwrite unavoidable losses, and requires Tournament Officers to set 
entry fees at a breakeven point. 
 
The County Committee has decided to continue to hire bosses and stands for the event as it 
removes a huge burden of work for County helpers, and also mitigates the risks involved. 
 
 
Albion League Secretary.   
This summer, archers were extremely fortunate to have decent weather this year and results in 
some of the scores shot, so well done to everyone. 
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The winners of the divisions which consisted of four teams are as follows: 

Division One – Chichester (who retain the league cup) 

Division Two - Eastbourne (sorry no cup available) 

Division Three – County Oak  

Sadly Crawley decided to leave the league mid season. We hope one day to see them return. 

The Junior League was won by Shaylor Cosham of Eastbourne on a Short Windsor with a score of 
836. 

The Longbow League was won by Peter Parker of Bognor Regis with a score of 275. 

During the season I have been receiving comments and suggestions as to improving the league 
and this is being discussed at Committee and with some members with suggestions. I am hoping 
some tweaks will come in next year in time for the 2017 season, along with the website page and 
results forms being updated. 

If any club is interested in joining the league for the 2017 season, the deadline is 31st January 
2017. Please feel free to contact me via the Sussex County website on the Albion League page. 

 
Senior Team Manager.  Mr Lea had recently taken over in the role and reported upon the SCAS 
Inter-Counties tournament held at Oxford in September.  A full process document had been drafted 
post this event and forms part of the proposed County Committee Manual.  A gazebo was put up 
on site with the Sussex flag flown, and which formed the central focal point for Sussex archers – 
the only county to do so.  It rained all day yet Sussex had some good successes, led by the Junior 
Compound Team winning gold, Petra Ginman earning the highest Ladies recurve score, and Chris 
Cooper the highest Junior Gentlemen recurve score.  Certificates for those shooting for County 
were awarded during the AGM. 
 
Proposals from Clubs.  No proposals had been received from clubs, which was disappointing.  
The Chair requested that clubs should be submitting proposals in order to enable the County 
Committee to do its job on behalf of all Sussex archers. 
 
Election of Officers.  The President took over as Chair for the election of officers.  He proposed 
that those officers not retiring should be re-elected en bloc.  Decision: this was agreed 
unanimously.   
 
The officers elected are: 

Mr P van Buren President 
Mr T White  Honorary Life President 
Mrs P White  Honorary Life President 
Mr P Probert  Chair 
Mrs D Cannon  Secretary 
Mr G Stevens  Treasurer 
Ms A Tyrell  Child Protection Officer (independent subject matter expert) 
Mr R Brown  SCAS Representative and Tournament Organiser (Indoor) 
Mr N Lea  Senior Team Manager 
Mr D Coates  Rankings Officers and Records 
Ms P Ginman  Albion League Secretary 
Mr R Higgs  County Coaching Officer (appointed by Martlets Guild of Archery) 

           Mr R Darling  Equipment Coordinator                                                                          
Ms M Lake  Records (Field) 
Ms S Mangan  Juniors’ Representative and Junior Winter League Organiser 
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Any Other Business.  In a second presentation the Chair outlined some initiatives which the 
County Committee had generated.  These were: 
 
A.  To draft processes into a County Committee Manual and capture corporate knowledge. 
B.  To update the County shirts to a modern material and design. 
C.  To refine the Albion League in light of feedback from clubs. 
D.  To introduce a Field Achievement Award. 
E.  Martlets Guild of Archery to deliver County Squad Coaching beginning September 2017. 
F.  Website to be updated dependent upon requirement and cost. 
G.  County to work collaboratively with clubs regarding the various Sussex Championships. 
H.  Modernise communications to/from clubs and the mass audience. 
I.   Assess the requirement for a Chronotir light system. 
J.  Give financial support to Sussex judges (along with SCAS). 
K.  Uplift of financial grants to Sussex archers depending upon available resource. 
L.  Day-long seminar on sports psychology and sports nutrition. 
 
Date of next Meeting.  Afternote: it has been decided to hold the SCAA AGM at 1000 on Saturday 
04 November 2017 at Manor Field Primary School, Junction Rd, Burgess Hill RH15 0PZ.  The 
Martlets Guild of Archery AGM would follow on immediately after. 
 
Closure.  The meeting closed at 1 pm.  
 


