
EXPLANATION OF THE SCAA COMPLAINTS PANEL TERMS OF REFERENCE 

The Sussex County Archery Association came into existence in the early 1950s, soon after the Grand 
National Archery Society decided to re-organise what until then had just been a federation of 
Archery Clubs, and defined what would be its Region and County boundaries. Right from the start 
GNAS required every Region, County and Club to have a Constitution, and required that all these 
constitutions did not conflict with GNAS’s own Constitution. 

As every single member of every GNAS-affiliated Archery Club (and so also of the County and 
Regional bodies above) has a right to vote on proposals for changes to the GNAS Constitution, it 
follows that everything in the Constitution has been democratically agreed and should be binding on 
all members anyway. 

Over the last decade GNAS / ArcheryGB has worked closely with bodies such as the UK Sports 
Council to obtain a share of funding available for developing Sports throughout the UK. One of the 
conditions of that relationship is that Sports Governing Bodies must provide open access, equal 
opportunities and fair treatment for all who would like to participate in Sport. ArcheryGB has 
developed a number of Codes of Conduct which have been incorporated into the GNAS Constitution 
and Rules, and which must be followed by all members of the Society, according to their role. Taken 
together, much of what the Codes say was already implicit in the GNAS Motto and Rules of 
Etiquette. 

In addition to the requirement of Club Constitutions not to conflict with the GNAS Constitution, 
every ArcheryGB member is required to sign their membership card, affirming that they will abide by 
the GNAS / ArcheryGB Codes.  

Another reason for defining Codes of Conduct was a response to the increasing tendency for 
individuals to resort to litigation, and as part of this response Archery GB developed a Complaints 
Procedure, a Case Review Procedure, and other Disciplinary Policy documents. The basic structure of 
the Complaints Procedure recognises the Club – County – Region – National hierarchy so complaints 
should be referred upwards stage by stage if they cannot be resolved at a lower level. 

Hearings, Deliberations and Decisions of the SCAA Complaints Panel are transacted as part of the 
ArcheryGB Complaints Procedure. The scope of the Complaints Panel is limited to matters of 
compliance with the Sussex County AA Constitution and Rules, which includes a requirement on the 
Affiliated Clubs of SCAA to comply with the requirements of the GNAS Constitution by not having 
anything in the Club’s Constitution which would conflict. The Panel is empowered to require changes 
or enforce disciplinary action in these regards. 

It is recognised at all levels that Clubs must have the right and means to operate without internal 
risk, conflict or disruption. To this end both the National and Regional bodies have strongly 
recommended that every Club should have Rules and Policies in place so that suitable and 
proportionate sanctions are available to deal with problems that might arise, but also that there are 
safeguards in place to ensure that sanctions are only applied in a completely fair and equal way and 
with proper justification. The Panel is empowered to recommend changes in these regards. 

 

Informative footnote: 

SCAA has no power to rule on other disputes arising out of details of Club Constitutions, but the SCAA 
Chairman may consider joint applications by all parties to the dispute to set up an Arbitration Panel. 


